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Meet Your New University Dining 
Management Team 

University Partners: 
 

Great things are happening within University Dining.  Over the past three months I have been evaluating our current op-
erations and leadership team, developing a multistep plan to better position ourselves to offer world-class dining, retail, 
and catering experiences to our University of Mary Washington community. Our sights are set on elevating UMW as the 
culinary and customer service leader among the public and private  Universities sectors. There are great things to come, 
and our new management team is ready to take on the challenge. 
 
I’m excited to have the opportunity to work with so many talented men and women on our management team, and with 
that, I would like to introduce myself and each member of our team, especially those who are newcomers, as well as  
Evelyn Shea, who was promoted  from Catering Director to Director of Operations-a brand new management position! 
 
-David Schneider 
 

Evelyn Shea, Director of Operations 
Evelyn has served as our Catering Director since 2016, and under her leadership our 
catering operations rose to new levels of excellence and professionalism.  The wait 
staff receives in-depth and on-going training so that guests at every event-whether an 
outdoor barbecue or black tie reception–receive top-notch service.  She ensures that 
every aspect of a c

David Schneider,  General Manager  

 

I’ve been affiliated with UMW since 2010, first as Executive Chef and then later as Regional 
Director of Culinary for Sodexo’s Mid-Atlantic Region, and I’m glad to have this opportunity 
to return “home”!  I have over 30 years experience in culinary operations, ranging from 
college and university food services to the food and beverage operations of nationally 
known businesses, hotels and resorts. My passion  for serving healthy, on-trend, high-
quality and beautifully presented foods began while I was Executive Chef at the Camelback 
Inn, a 5 diamond resort, spa and golf club in Scottsdale, Arizona.  I bring that same passion, 
along with strong management and customer service skills, to my new role  here at UMW, 
and I look forward to working with our team to make our dining program one of the best in 
the University sector. 
 

 

David has a Culinary Arts Degree from the Culinary Institute of America, is a Certified Executive Chef (CEC) 

with the ACF (American Culinary Federation) and holds a bachelor’s degree in business management. 

Evelyn Shea, Promoted to Director of Operations 

 

Please join us in congratulating Evelyn on her promotion to Director of Operations.  As 
our Director of Catering, she established rigorous wait staff training and gave careful 
attention to every detail, raising our catering services to new levels of excellence and     
professionalism.  During our reduction in staff last summer, due to the pandemic, Evelyn 
stepped up and provided outstanding leadership over every aspect of dining operations. 
In her new role as Director of Operations for University Dining she’ll report directly to 
the General Manager and will oversee retail and resident dining operations. We know 
that under her leadership we’ll see increased and  focused staff training, consistently 
exceptional customer service, and maximized labor efficiencies, all of which will help us 
become an award-winning campus dining operation.



 

New & Continuing Members 
of the University  Dining Team 

New Team Members 

Lakiesha Childs, Retail Director 
Kiesha started with us as a receiver in 
2002.  She worked her way up and 
became manager of the Eagle’s Nest, 
and in 2014 became Retail Director! 

Lance Mailem, University Dining Manager  

 

Lance comes to us from Central Oregon Community College, where he was the food service 
General Manager. He has a wealth of food management experience, including working at two of 
Virginia Tech’s award-winning restaurants as Operations Manager!   He earned his Bachelor's 
Degree in Arts in Studio Art as well as a Master of Science Degree in Hospitality and Tourism 
Management from Virginia Tech.  Lance looks forward to joining our UMW dining team and says 
“I hope to use what I have learned about creating great dining experiences to help us present 
quality food complemented with consistent service.” 

Rose Benedict, Marketing Manager 
Rose joined us as an office assistant in 
2005.  In 2007 she became a manager/
marketing specialist until becoming a full
-time marketing manager in 2013. 

Renee Dees, Comptroller 

 

Renee is coming aboard to fill our newly-created Comptroller position.  The Comptroller 
will be handling all of our accounting functions-payroll, accounts receivable and accounts 
payable, financial reports, audits and so forth. Renee’s experience makes her very well-
suited for this position.  She was the Unit Comptroller at Sodexo’s Florida State University 
Dining Services account before joining us here at UMW, and she also worked as a Senior 
Administrator at William Peace University. Renee looks forward to joining us here at UMW 
and says she wants to “effectively support the team, make everyone’s jobs easier, and 
strengthen the partnership with the University.”   

Rigo Mendoza, Exec. Catering Chef 
Rigo began working with us in 2013 
as a Sous Chef and was promoted 
to Catering Executive Chef in 2018. 

 

Peter Stine, Executive Chef 

 

Chef Peter was most recently the Executive Chef at Virginia Wesleyan University and has 20 
years experience in all facets of the culinary arts and restaurant management, with over 15 of 
those years as Executive Chef. He is known for exploring new flavors and creating seasonal 
menus using local ingredients, as well as for his attention to detail, consistent and exceptional 
food quality and presentation, and his strong leadership and mentoring skills.  On coming to 
UMW, Peter says, “My focus first and foremost will be on food quality and consistency and on 
developing a culinary team that is ready for change, always accountable, and committed to 
culinary excellence.” 

Continuing Team Members 


