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University of Albany Executive Chef Jude Jerome Named One of Five Sodexo Heroes 
of Everyday Life 
 
Gaithersburg, MD, date – Sodexo Executive Chef Jude Jerome, who oversees kitchens at the 
University of Albany, in Albany, N.Y., never says no when someone in need comes to him.  
Whether creating a food recovery program at the university or working with orphans in his 
native Haiti or feeding at-risk kids in Albany, Jerome gives his time freely.  For these efforts, 
Sodexo Stop Hunger Foundation has named him one of the Heroes of Everyday Life and 
provided him with a $5,000 grant to support a local hunger charity of his choice.  
 
The Heroes of Everyday Life program highlights employees who invest their time, talent, and 
resources to help some of the 42 million people at risk of hunger in the U.S. Collectively they 
raise awareness, raise funds, coordinate food drives, volunteer in soup kitchens, support food 
recovery programs, and teach nutrition education and healthy cooking skills.  
 
“Recognizing the efforts employees make in the community can be just as crucial to our 
missions as what they accomplish on the clock,” explained Gerri Mason Hall, Sodexo Stop 
Hunger Foundation Chair and Chief Human Resources Officer, Sodexo North America. 
“When business leaders highlight and reward community contributions of employees, it 
reverberates through the organization,” she added.  
 
Celebrity chef, food sorter, nonprofit founder, culinary skills teacher, foster child transition 
team leader. All roles that describe Jerome. In his role as celebrity chef for fundraisers in 
Albany, he has helped raise over $200,000 in the last four years for people struggling to meet 
their basic needs. Through his regular volunteerism, he has helped thousands of people who 
would otherwise experience hunger in his community. He recovers over 6,000 pounds of food 
annually from Sodexo sites at the University of Albany to benefit those in need, including 
7,000 area veterans and their families through Veterans Miracle Network.  
 
Jerome started his own charity, Hope for Hunger, five years ago to help orphanages in Haiti 
with financial needs, mental health, life skills, mentorship and language lessons. The charity 
regularly feeds 600 children in five orphanages Every year Jerome heads up a backpack 
drive that provides 400 fully stocked backpacks each year for Haitian children. His work in the 
US includes helping foster children from Haiti as they transition to their new lives in the 
Albany area. 

http://us.stop-hunger.org/home/grants.html
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Sodexo Stop Hunger Foundation works to ensure that every child in the United States, 
especially those most at risk, grows up with dependable access to enough nutritious food to 
enable them to lead a healthy, productive life. Visit Sodexo Stop Hunger Foundation on 
Facebook and follow us on Twitter @StopHungerUSA. 
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About Sodexo North America 

Sodexo North America is part of a global, Fortune 500 company with a presence in 80 countries. Sodexo is 
a leading provider of integrated food, facilities management and other services that enhance organizational 
performance, contribute to local communities and improve quality of life for millions of customers in 
corporate, education, healthcare, senior living, sports and leisure, government and other environments 
daily.  The company employs 133,000 people at 13,000 sites in all 50 U.S. states and Canada and 
indirectly supports tens of thousands of additional jobs through its annual purchases of $9.2 billion in goods 
and services from small to large American businesses. In support of local communities across the U.S., the 
Sodexo Stop Hunger Foundation has contributed close to $32 million over the past 20 years to help feed 
children in America impacted by hunger.  To learn more about Sodexo, visit SodexoInsights.com and 
connect with us on Facebook and @SodexoUSA on Twitter. 

 
Contact:  Laurie Goldstein, laurie.goldstein@sodexo.com, 301-252-4553 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/SodexoStopHunger
https://www.facebook.com/SodexoStopHunger
https://twitter.com/STOPHungerUSA
mailto:laurie.goldstein@sodexo.com

